
This photo: The screen 
porch with its view  
of the river tributary 
is a favorite spot for 
reading and relaxing. 
Opposite: The exterior  
is quintessential  
Low Country with a 
metal roof, sweeping 
porch, and  
Bermuda shutters.
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ode to the 
The pristine community of Bluffton nestles into South Carolina’s Low Country, where 
forests of pine and oak meet meandering rivers and salt marshes. The style here is like 
the river: easygoing and naturally beautiful. 

That suits these homeowners and their 13-year-old daughter just fine. All are 
bibliophiles who are apt to be found reading on the porch under the watchful eye of a 
passing heron or curled up on a sofa with one of the family’s two cats or the dog. “They 
have a great level of high-end taste but a very low-key lifestyle,” says interior designer 
Libby Baker Speight of Baker Design Co.

The home’s surroundings heavily influenced its aesthetic. White abounds, with pops 
of soft blue, green, and gold that evoke the colors of the tidal location. Most striking in 
the design is the prolific use of reclaimed wood. The floors are reclaimed oak while 
barnwood was used to construct built-ins and floating shelves and to panel everything 
from walls to ceilings. 

Speight admits she was a little nervous when she saw the abundance of raw wood, but 
she soon found it to be a beautiful backdrop for sophisticated furnishings. Rich velvet-
upholstered sofas and gilded chandeliers bring in a touch of glamour and softness that 
perfectly balances the home’s more rustic side. “I wanted there to be a visual tension, 
a little sass to the grit,” Speight says. “You have all this deeply masculine old wood and 
then you have unexpectedly modern and feminine touches.”

  High style AND EASY LIVING  
BLEND IN THIS family getaway ON THE 
   SOUTH CAROLINA COAST.
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Above: The  
living room is 
monochromatic so 
it does not compete 
with the verdant 
views beyond. 
Right: Interior 
designer Libby 
Baker Speight 
refers to the wet 
bar, which houses 
the owner’s 
collection of 
bourbon, as “the 
Prohibition Closet” 
because it can be 
hidden behind a 
pocket door.  
Far right: Rustic 
sophistication 
meets modernity in 
the dining room, 
where a white 
lacquer dining  
table with a raw 
wood trestle base 
sits beneath a  
gilt and crystal  
chandelier. 
Upholstered chairs 
deliver fresh color 
and modern flair.
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The reclaimed wood 
on the kitchen walls 
was painted then 
sanded to give it a 
perfect patina, 
explains Molly Barrs, 
an interior designer 
with Shoreline 
Construction, the firm 
that built the home. 
Dark gray soapstone 
on the island adds 
pleasing contrast 
against the backdrop 
of wood and white.

“I WANTED THERE TO BE A VISUAL TENSION, A LITTLE SASS TO THE GRIT.”



—interior designer Libby Baker Speight 

“I WANTED THERE TO BE A VISUAL TENSION, A LITTLE SASS TO THE GRIT.”
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Opposite: Luxurious fabrics and upholstery balance 
the rustic wood paneling in the master bedroom.  
Top left: A pedestal tub set on a marble floor 
encourages lingering soaks in the master bath.  
The painting by New Orleans-based artist Mallory 
Page was commissioned specifically for this space.  
Top right: Speight says the 13-year-old daughter’s 
room is like her: sophisticated, glamorous, and 
playful. In her sitting area, a velvet upholstered sofa 
nestles against wallpaper with an organic pattern  
of trees and woodland creatures. Above: Custom 
bunk beds mimic a design the owner found on 
Pinterest. Sequined and cat-theme throw pillows 
add a bit of teenage whimsy. 

Nowhere is this interplay more evident 
than in the master bedroom, where 
rustic wood repeats on the floors, walls, 
and ceiling. Instead of a heavy wood 
bed or upholstered headboard, a light-
as-air iron four-poster with natural 
twig-like embellishments is paired with 
sophisticated mahogany side tables for a 
look that is both organic and refined.

The kitchen follows a similar design 
tack. The owner loves to cook and bake, 
but because the kitchen opens to the 
dining room and living room beyond, 
it needed to be functional as well as “a 
little fancy,” Speight says. It’s timeless, 
with wood countertops on the perimeter, 
a soapstone island, and classic white 
Shaker-style cabinetry. A pair of modern 
drum pendants adds a decidedly modern 
element to the mix, complementing the 
contemporary furnishings in the adjacent 
living spaces. 

Speight describes this home as the 
family’s happy place. “The Low Country 
lifestyle is very laid-back,” she says. “They 
can come back to center here and take a 
deep, calming breath before returning to 
their busy life with a teenager, activities, 
and busy careers.” 

For resources, see page 119.


